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Q – is Matthew 24 the natural consequence of Matt 23? 

A- Yes, both chapters are addressing the condemnation 
of the 2nd Temple and its corrupt leaders. Jesus is 
speaking about the corruption of the 2nd Temple even 
going back to Matthew 21. This focuses on his supremacy 
over the 2nd Temple and its corrupt leaders. There is no 
mention of a 3rd temple in this context from Matt 21 thru 
Matt 24. The entire context of Matt 24:1-35 is addressing 
the demise of the 2nd Temple not a 3rd one in our future. 

 

Notice below the demise of the 2nd Temple and its city as 
a continuous CONTEXT from Matt 23 into Matt 24. 

 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the 

law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on 
other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them. 

5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries[a] 
wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at 
banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are 
all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one 
Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you 
have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted. 

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 
door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, 
nor will you let those enter who are trying to. [14] [b] 

2
n

d 
T
e
m
p
l

e 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23924a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23933b


The Olivet Prophecy and the 2nd Temple            c2013MarkOlivero.allrightsreserved. 2 

15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel 
over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you 
make them twice as much a child of hell as you are. 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it 
means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by 
that oath.’ 17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that 
makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means 
nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.’ 
19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift 
sacred? 20 Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by 
everything on it. 21 And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and by 
the one who dwells in it. 22 And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s 
throne and by the one who sits on it. 

23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 
tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have 
practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You 
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean 
the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and 
then the outside also will be clean. 

27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are 
full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on 
the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness. 

29 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build 
tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you 
say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part 
with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify against 
yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 
32 Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started! 

33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to 
hell? 34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of 
them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and 
pursue from town to town. 35 And so upon you will come all the righteous blood 
that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the 
altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will come on this generation. 
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37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is 
left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’[c]” 

24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to 

him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he 
asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one 
will be thrown down.” 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 

4 Jesus answered…   {Jesus makes no mention of a 3rd temple. He answers the 
question they have asked about the 2nd Temple.} 

Jesus goes to explain the details of Jerusalem’s Fall 
which happened in AD70. 

See Matt 24:1-35, all these things will happen to “this 
generation” – referring to the contemporaries of Jesus 
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We see this same 2nd Temple continuity in Mark 11 
thru 13. 
 
In Mark 11 Jesus condemns the 2nd Temple and curses the fig tree, a symbol of 
the 2nd Temple’s corrupt leaders. 

In 12:35    -     While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “Why 
do the teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 David 
himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit 
at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

37 David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?” The large 
crowd listened to him with delight. 38 As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for 
the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important 
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour 
widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 
punished most severely.” 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43 Calling his disciples to him, 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury 
than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

13 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! 

What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 

2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be 
left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John 
and Andrew asked him privately,  

4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all 
about to be fulfilled?” 

5 Jesus said to them: {Again, Jesus makes no mention of a 3rd temple. He 
answers the question they have asked about the 2nd Temple. He explains this 
through verse 31} 

Jesus goes to explain the details of Jerusalem’s Fall 
which happened in AD70. 
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We see this same cohesive CONTEXT regarding the 
2nd Temple in Luke 21. Jesus is talking about only 
one temple, the 2nd Temple.  
It happened as he said. 

 

21 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 

treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 
her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned 
with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for 
what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on 
another; every one of them will be thrown down.” 

7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be 
the sign that they are about to take place?” 

8 He replied…   {Again, Jesus makes no mention of a 3rd temple. He answers 
the question they have asked about the 2nd Temple.} 

Jesus goes to explain the details of Jerusalem’s Fall 
which happened in AD70. 

 

A third physical temple can only be assumed or 
projected into these texts. The Olivet makes no 
explicit mention of a third one.  

The continuity of these contexts which 
speak only of the 2nd Temple shows that 
the 1st half of the Olivet Prophecy is only 
dealing with the Fall of Jerusalem in AD70. 
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Q - “OK, what about double fulfillment. 
Couldn’t the 1st half of the Olivet be 
referring to both AD70 and also the end of 
the world?” 

 

A - No, while double fulfillment is valid in 
other contexts it is only valid where there 
is explicit information in the text which 
demands a double fulfillment.  

We should not arbitrarily assign double 
fulfillment to make the passage fit our 
system. There is nothing in the 1st half of 
the Olivet Prophecy that gives us the clear 
go ahead to make it a double prophecy. 

If we want to use a LITERAL METHOD, then 
we will need to see a literal statement 
that says it refers to both the Fall of 
Jerusalem and the End of the World. If we 
force double fulfillment on it, then we 
would not be using a literal method, but 
we will be using an allegorical one. 

 


