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24 Seventy weeks are decreed  

about your people and your holy city— 

  to bring the rebellion to an end, 

 to put a stop to sin,  

 to wipe away iniquity, 

to bring in everlasting righteousness,  

to seal up vision and prophecy, and 

to anoint the most holy place. 

 
25 Know and understand this: 

From the issuing of the decree 

to restore and rebuild Jerusalem  

until Messiah the Prince 

will be 7 weeks and 62 weeks. 

It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat, 

but in difficult times. 

 
26 After those 62 weeks    

the Messiah will be cut off  

and will have nothing. 

The people of the coming prince 

will destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

The end will come with a flood,  

and until the end there will be war; 

desolations are decreed. 

 

 

 

            [growing gap of 2,000+ years] 
 

 

 
27 He will make a firm covenant  

with many for one week, 

but in the middle of the week 

he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering. 

And the abomination of desolation  

will be on a wing of the temple 

until the decreed destruction  

is poured out on the desolator.” 
 

 

 
 
 
version, Holman Christian Standard Bible 
 

 

 

                                                                       last edit: 11-29-13                          
 

 

 

 future 

 future 
 future (some say at the Cross, yet not complete) 
 future 

 to postpone for the future 
 future - in the 3rd or 4th temple 

 

 

 order to rebuild after Babylonian exile 

 

 
 Messiah – refers to Jesus of Nazareth 

 69 weeks transpire till the Triumphal Entry 
 (see The Coming Prince, Sir Robert Anderson) 
 

 

 prophetic clock STOPS  

               iow, an intercalation (a gap)  
 “after” – Hebrew means a gap b/ 69th & 70th  
 Messiah killed just after the gap starts  
 Some see double fulfillment of the “prince” 

in Titus (AD70) & in a future Anti-Christ. 

Others see “prince” as one or the other.  
  

 then, in this gap The Church Age begins 

 Jews return to their land, 1948 
 Jews surround the Temple mount, 1967 
 Rumors of wars continue; conditions worsen 
 3rd Temple will be built. Blood sacrifices restart  

 Ten toes revive – i.e., Roman empire 
restarts 

 Rapture of the Church to Heaven 

 

 

 prophetic clock restarts 

 “He” – Anti-Christ makes a treaty with 
Israel 

 7 year Tribulation Period begins 
 3½ years later Anti-Christ stops sacrifices 
 Anti-Christ desecrates this 3rd Temple 

 Last 3½ years is the Time of Jacob’s Trouble 
 2/3 of the Jewish nation will die 
 scroll, trumpet & bowl judgments of Revelation 
 Final destruction – Battle of Armageddon 

 

 
 

note: The Preterist Gap View sees v. 27b as fulfilled in AD70, 

but it puts a 40 year gap in the middle of the 70th week. This 40 

year gap is said to be between the 3½ yrs of Jesus’ ministry and 

the 3½ yeas siege of Jerusalem, from 66 to 70. It is compared to 

other judgments: 40 days rain in the Flood; 40 years in the 

wilderness; 40 days judgment pending on Nineveh.  
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4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 1 

Ah, Lord—the great and awe-inspiring God who 

keeps His gracious covenant…* 

 
24 Seventy weeks2 are decreed   {more info see note A, p3} 

about your people and your holy city 

 
to bring the rebellion to an end,        {these 6 promises were 
to put a stop to sin,          made real in Christ, see 

to wipe away [Heb. “atone”] iniquity,        note B, p.4 and E, p.11 } 

to bring in everlasting righteousness,   

   to seal up vision and prophecy, and 

   to anoint the most holy place. 

 

 
25 Know and understand this: 

From the issuing of the decree 

to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until  

Messiah the Prince will be 7 weeks and  

62 weeks. It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a 

moat, but in difficult times. 

 

 

 
26 After those 62 weeks   

{see note F, p12}
  

the Messiah will* be cut off  

and will have nothing. 

The people of the coming prince 

will destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

The end will come with a flood,* 

and until the end there will be war, 

desolations are decreed.* 
 

 

27 HE will* make a firm covenant*   

with many for one week, 

but in the middle of the week 

HE will* put a stop to sacrifice and offering. 

And the abomination of desolation  

will be on a wing of the temple 3 

until the decreed destruction*  

is poured out* on the desolator.” 
 

1  version, Holman Christian Standard Bible 
2  here ‘weeks’ is a collective noun and thus,  
can’t have a gap. 490 years is a set intact.  
See Gerhard Hasel 
3  Greek Septuagint: ‘temple’ (NIV also uses temple)  
                                                                     

                                                     

 

                              

 

        Daniel recalls God’s promise of return from 

exile. He pleads for restoration. He confesses 
their sin for breaking the Covenant. Their 
problem is not a future Anti-Christ. Anti-Christ is 
never mentioned in Daniel. God’s people needed 

covenant renewal. The historical context here 
is return from Babylon, not the end of the world. 

Gabriel answers Daniel’s concerns by telling 
of one who will secure a covenant, the New 
Covenant (see Jer 31). The main character here 
is not an Anti-Christ. Rather, it is Messiah.  

 

      
 

 

 

 

     ...understand - compare w/ Mt 24:15, Mk 13:14 

These imperatives (also in v. 23) show the Olivet 
refers ONLY to Dan 9, not a mix of passages. Other 
abominations in Daniel seem to relate to Antiochus. 
 

      decree – after Babylonian exile 
      
      until - Messiah’s ministry starts in the 70th wk    
               His Spirit anointed mission made public, see Mark 1:10 
 

 

 

completion of 70 Weeks   (all 1 block of time) 
     *notice the recap pattern in v. 26-27 
           a recap is not a gap; it retells & adds more details 
 

 wk 70 follows 69 w/o a break like wk 8 follows 7 
        v24-27 are cohesive; no indefinite growing gap   

 cut off = murdered; dies for others. Mk 10.45, Acts 8:33  

 prince - Ruler, Prince, see Acts 2:36, 3:15, 5:31 

 the people of = Jews. 1st century Jewish infighting, 

zealots & greed root causes which ultimately resulted  

      in destruction, Great Revolt of AD63-70           see note C, p8 

 war – later Romans responded, siege (Lk 21.20) 

 until the end - Mosaic era decreed over.  

 

 

…recap of 70th week, adding more details 
 first 3½ yrs Jesus preaches the Gospel; secures covenant 

& its promises (Mk 14:24, Rm 15:8, Gal 3:15-29)  

 middle of week. He cleanses Temple and interrupts 
the sacrifices, a sign to stop (Mark 11:11-21). Jesus, 
final Atonement (Heb 8, Zech 9:11) cries, It is finished! 

 Jesus decreed the Temple desolate (Matt 23:38) 

 Temple council condemning Messiah is the 
abomination. This abomination causes the desolation. 
Torn veil = Temple defiled; starts its path to desolation  

 final 3½ yrs, Stephen’s sermon to Sanhedrin, his murder,  
High Priest’s continued rejection of Messiah, Paul’s 
conversion and Peter’s sheet vision confirm the  

Temple system is obsolete (Acts 7-10).      see note D, p10 

 

…destruction decreed, see Mt 24:1-35 this generation 
 “flood…poured out” – desolation decreed within 

the 70th week flows out on ‘this generation’ (ie., 
1st century) as they persist in the abomination on 
Messiah by persecuting His followers (Acts 9:5) 
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note A – “seventy weeks” as single block of time 

 

The Gap View requires an expanding space between the 69th Week and the 70th Week. The 

Unified (or Consecutive View) sees the 70 weeks as continuous. There are several reasons for this.  

 

A COLLECTIVE NOUN: Gerhard Hasel gives us a linguistic proof as to why it is not possible 

to split the 70th Week away from the other 69 Weeks. He demonstrates that in Daniel 9 the Hebrew 

phrase “seventy weeks” functions as a collective noun. This means that “seventy weeks” is a whole 

unit, a unified sequence. If you insert a gap, you lose the cohesiveness of the Hebrew expression. 

Even in English we cannot use the word ‘week’ to mean 6 days in succession and the 7th 

day of that same week floating out in the future at some unknown point. That is not customary 

speech for us and it isn’t in Hebrew either. To go outside the plain sense of “week” is to allegorize it.  

The expression “seventy weeks” is to this longer unit of time what a simple week is to a short 

unit of time. Neither can be broken up into parts with a gap inserted in between and still be a unit of 

time. Hasel explains why Hebrew linguistics will not allow for placing a gap in the “seventy weeks.” 

See his article, The Hebrew Masculine Plural for ‘Weeks’ in the Expression ‘Seventy Weeks’ in Daniel, 1993. 

 

A DETERMINED BLOCK OF TIME: Another problem with putting a gap between 69 and 

70 is that it alters the “decreed” time frame. The definitive time frame is 490 years. It’s not open 

ended or subject to completion beyond that. In other words, this set of years is a determined unit of 

time. It’s not indefinite. Peter preached that “this Jesus, [was] delivered up according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). Suppose I say your engine rebuild is going to take 49 

hours. You show up at hour 42 to see how it’s progressing. I say to that the work has stopped. I tell 

you that I will resume the final 7 hours, but not until 2,000 hours has transpired; might be more than 

2,000 hours. What will you say to this? The 490 years is the fixed block of time.  

 

A NARRATIVE WITH UNBROKEN SEQUENCE: A plain reading of Daniel 9 won’t allow 

us to push pause within its unified Story. Consider how awkward it is to pause this story 

indefinitely before its completion – like singing ‘The Star Spangled Banner,’ stopping before the word 

“brave” and leaving it unsung indefinitely. It’s like watching a play and being told that we the 

audience need to leave and come back in several decades to see the final act of the play. The 70 

Weeks is not like a stop action film. The blessings promised (more on these blessings in note B) are 

“decreed” to come within 490 years, not outside. The story’s objectives (9:24) are cast within the 

narrative sequence of the 490 years, not when they are on pause. Note that the vision and prophecy 

was sealed up, not left open for expansion; contrast with the Apocalypse vision, still open. 

 

A COVENANT HOPE TO ARRIVE IN A CONTIGUOUS PERIOD: Daniel is appealing to 

Yahweh for assurance of covenant renewal after the Babylonian Captivity, not at the end of the 

world as we know it. God does not give a series of 490 years connected to each other and then 

expect Daniel to re-configure it as an indefinite period (483 + growing gap + 7 = ?). This covenant 

renewal (9:24) is like a 490 yard bridge. As it is being built the last bridge section of 7 yards cannot 

be postponed indefinitely. In fact, some interpreters see the 490 years as a bridge leading to the 

ultimate Jubilee in Christ. If so, then the 49 year period of a jubilee doesn’t allow for a gap either. 

  

A LITERAL PROMISE FOR A LITERAL TIME: It is inconsistent to argue, as many do, for 

literal days continuously running in Creation and then to argue, as they also do, that in Daniel 9 

a literal 490 years does not literally run in literal succession. It is difficult, likewise, to see how a 

literal interpretation will allow for the pronoun “he” in 9:27 to mean anything other than its 

antecedent in the previous verses, namely the Messiah the prince. Many see this “he” as referring to 

Anti-Christ. Yet, this villan is never mentioned in the context of Daniel 9. If one holds to a literal 

interpretation of Scripture, then that should be applied consistently. 

         

            -        additional notes 

http://www.auss.info/auss_publication_file.php?pub_id=863&jour..
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note B – the Messianic couplets of Daniel 9:24  
 

These promises decreed by Yahweh God are an ensemble just as the 70 Weeks are a 

whole unit. A men’s ensemble needs all essential vocal parts for a full sound and so these 

Messianic promises are essential to the mission of his Incarnation.  The bass in an ensemble 

doesn’t sing his part and then 2,000 years later the tenor sings. The couplets describe 6 results 

of one divine harmonious accomplishment, 6 fruits from one tree, 6 triumphs in one victory.  

These promises are an interdependent series of divine acts that occur within the 70 

Weeks not in a gap of ambiguous length. One promise cannot function without the other 5 also 

being realized. Since these promises are an interwoven unit we cannot read one or more as 

fulfilled outside the 70 Weeks in a supposed gap and then the rest within the 70 Weeks. Some 

Gap theorists say none of these were realized in Christ’s first coming. Others say some were, 

yet they cannot agree which ones were fulfilled and which were not. 

 

The poetic construction of these Hebrew couplets requires that they be done at the 

same time, not some in the 1st century and the rest about 2,000+ years later. They are 

describing one Gospel endeavor with six aspects. The beauty of its literary form is fractured 

when we separate it in pieces like a “now and later” (more info on form, see note E, p11).  

Also, this poetic form is given as a covenantal unit. It stipulates 3 terminating actions 

which make way at the same time for 3 initiating actions. Contractually, as we might say, it’s 

not possible to have a severe interruption (a very long gap) somewhere in these 6 stipulations 

or it would make the contract null and void. It would be like contracting to build a house, bring it 

to the point of rough carpentry and waiting 2,000 years to resume the contract. 

 

notice the poetic parallels     notice logical parallels 
 

(synonymous parallelism) 

to bring the rebellion to an end,     terminus  
to put a stop to sin,        (iow, also the start of restoration)  initium   

 
(antithetic parallelism) 

to wipe away iniquity,      terminus 

to bring in everlasting righteousness,     initium 
 
(synthetic parallelism) 

to seal up vision and prophecy, and    terminus 

to anoint the most holy place.     initium  
 

The above information helps to answer questions about literary form, but what about the 

question of whether Jesus brought these promises into realization at his 1st Advent? The 

answer to this question is more important than the form question, because it influences the 

answer to a greater question, “Is Jesus the Messiah?”  

The writings of the New Covenant explain how and why Jesus has brought these 6 

promises into effect for now, not 1,000s of years later still in our future. On the following pages 

are list of verses demonstrating this fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah. 

 

 
“Since Daniel 9:24-27 speaks of events that must be fulfilled before the destruction of the Second Temple (which took place in 70 CE), 

the question that must be asked is this: If Jesus did not fulfill Daniel 9:24, who did? Who was it that ushered in everlasting 

righteousness and made atonement for iniquity before 70 CE if not Jesus the Messiah? In reality, if he did not fulfill Daniel 9:24, then 

no one fulfilled it and the prophecies of Daniel cannot be trusted.’" (Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus, Michael Brown, p. 92-100.)  

  

         

            -        additional notes 

http://www.sidroth.org/site/Ecommerce?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=4562&store_id=1101
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note B, continued  
 

The 6 Messianic promises Yahweh gives to Daniel are fulfilled in Jesus at his 1st 

Coming. As we read the NT we are impressed with the Supremacy of Christ in his incarnation. 

With power and fullness he accomplished the mission of his 1st Coming. When Jesus came 

he did a thorough Messianic work which put these 6 promises in full motion. We should be 

cautious to avoid saying a prophecy has double fulfillment when there is no explicit mention 

of double fulfillment in its context. Double fulfillment in Daniel 9 seems nearly as awkward as 

the Jewish interpretation of 2 Messiahs in Daniel 9.  

Daniel 9 was fulfilled once in Jesus’ 1st Advent. The blessed effect of these promises 

continues with us till this day. Some have observed that the repetitious sevens in Gabriel’s 

reply point to the ultimate Sabbath we have in Christ. We see this Messianic rest discussed 

in Hebrews 4. It is ours to enjoy now. 
 

 

to bring the rebellion to an end,  
  (Hebrew has definite article “the” - referring to a specific rebellion, not rebellion in general) 

 

Jesus said, “…so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, 

may be charged against this generation,” Luke 11:50esv 

 

And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? 

How long am I to bear with you…” Matt 17:17 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people [ethnei, people group] producing its fruits. Matt 21:43 

 

Woe unto you…Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. Matt 23:1-38 

 

Then answered all the people and said, ‘His blood be on us and our children.’ Matt 27:25 

 

…to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last! I Th 2:14-16 

 

 See also: Sodom Mt 11:24, 12:41-45, damnation Lk 20:47, hour 22:53, die for Jn 18:14  

 

to put a stop to sin,          
 

…you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins Matt 1:21 

 

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. Heb 9:26 

 
To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

[ie., release] of sins through his name. Acts 10:43 

 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us… Gal 3:10-13 

 

Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins…For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. Heb 10:9-14 
Note: The word “sin” in Dan 9:24 could also refer to sin offerings. By his death Jesus put an end to all 
Mosaic sacrifices that were observed for sins. 

 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin…  2 Cor 5:20a 

 

 

         

            -        additional notes 
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note B, continued  
 
to wipe away iniquity,       
 
The Hebrew verb, KaPHaR, in this phrase is the word “to cover.” This is the same word used 

repeatedly in the Leviticus for atonement. The ESV translates this more directly, “to atone for 

iniquity.” Atonement theologically is the divine act of reconciliation or propitiation, similar to what 

our English word conveys – “to be at one.” Jesus’ atonement was the final act of reconciliation. 
 

we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. Rom 5:8-11 

 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 
by the blood of his cross. Col 1:20               the passive obedience of Christ 
 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself. 2 Cor 5:17-20 
 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

…divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. Rom 3:25 

 

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 

the people. Heb 2:17 

 

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 1 John 2:2 

 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 1 John 4:10 

 

Note: Some Dispensationalists teach that this atonement is not now realized. For 

example on Daniel 9:24: “It is important to note that these six parts of the prophecy 

have not yet been fulfilled” (Peter Steveson, Daniel, BJU Press, p173). 

 

 

to bring in everlasting righteousness 

 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested…to show his righteousness at the 

present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus  

Rom 3:21-26 

 

the free gift of righteousness…through the one man Jesus Christ. Rom 5:17-18 

  
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented.  Matt 3:15          the active obedience of Christ  
 
Rom 4:13, 9:30-31, 14:17, 2 Cor 5:20 & I Cor 1:30 “Christ…our righteousness” (imputation) 

 
note: Included in the 1828 Webster’s Dictionary is a statement about Christ’s righteousness:     
            "The active and passive obedience of Christ, by which the law of God is fulfilled. Daniel 9." 

 

 

 
 

 

         

            -        additional notes 
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note B, continued  
     

to seal up vision and prophecy, and     
 

Sealing up the prophecy indicates both completion and concealment.  

 

Completion. 

What Gabriel has communicated is an intact enterprise. This Messianic venture 

cannot move to completion if its perimeters (both the promises and time frame) can be 

shifted arbitrarily. Contrast the expression of “sealing” given to the Apostle John: “Seal 

not up the words of the prophecy of this book” (Rev 22:10). Even if there are events in 

Revelation that are in our past there are still other events from its pages in our future. 

That vision and prophecy is still open for completion. Yet, the vision of Daniel was not 

allowed to remain open for a flexible or extended period of time with a 2000+ year gap.  

It is sealed such that its actions and consequences cannot be changed or 

amended. It is a final word answering the pleas of Daniel (9:1-19). Sealing it up in the 6th 

century BC removes the possibility of adding a gap as did Irving and Darby about 20 

centuries later. The 6 provisions and their 490 year time frame cannot be altered. The 

sealing is a way of saying that it is as certain as already done. It is. The cake baked. 

 

Concealment. 

 The sealing also indicates concealment as is done with legal records at times. Jesus 

also concealed truth in parables. The understanding of what it means is open to all who 

come to it in faith, but remains concealed to those who disbelieve until they also come to 

it in faith. This expression about “sealing” may also refer to the blindness of those who 

oppose it. Other commentators give helpful explanations of this – for example, see 

RightlyDividingTheWord.com. Jesus said much about spiritual blindness. He healed many 

blind people as a reminder of a spiritual blindness more restrictive than the physical 

kind. Isaiah also says much about blindness, the physical pointing to the spiritual. We see 

this in Acts 13:27 where those opposed to Jesus are still blind though very religious. 

 

 

to anoint the most holy place.       
 

This can refer to anointing the Holy One, Jesus Messiah, by the Holy Spirit at his 

baptism. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power Acts 

10:38. The Holy of Holies points to Jesus. He is the ultimate temple. 

 

This can refer to the covenant people of God, the holy ones, the saints being 

anointed by the Spirit – for example, the prediction of John the Baptist, Mark 1:8 about 

the Spirit and later Jesus’ promise of the same at Pentecost, Acts 1:4-7 and Acts 2:1-4. 

 

This can refer to Christ’s atoning work which has been completed in time and 

eternity through his own blood, entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained 

eternal redemption Heb 9:11-14 

 

 

 

THE RESULT: these 6 fulfilled promises give us a beautiful description of the Supremacy of  
Christ in his 1st Advent    this builds joy, hope, peace and zeal 

         

            -        additional notes 
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            -        additional notes 

note C – self-destructive power of 1st Century Jewish factions 
 

Many interpreters say that “the people of the Prince that will come” refers to the 

Roman armies and Titus. Yet, this interpretation is a problem for both Futurists and 

Preterists since the Romans are not the ethnicity of Messiah, the Prince. Instead we want to 

let the immediate context speak for itself. 

First we see that the Prince that will come refers in this context directly back to 

“Messiah the Prince.” If the prince in verse 26 has as its antecedent the prince who is 

Messiah in verse 25 then the prince cannot refer to Titus or to the Anti-Christ as some 

supposed. Messiah was “the prince who would come” and he did come. 

 Therefore, “the people of the Prince” refers to the Jewish people. They are the 

people of Messiah, his ethnic people. He was Jewish and they are his people by blood and 

heritage. This comes from a plain sense reading of the text. This conclusion takes the 

context a face value without importing other ideas from a particular theological system. 

“The people of the Prince” is the Jewish people. 

 

Now, the next question is how the Jewish people fit the facts of both this text and 

actual history? Did the Jews destroy the city of Jerusalem? I thot it was the Romans. 

The Romans did not initiate Jerusalem’s demise. We see in the time of Jesus very 

strong factions among the Jewish people. These factions were so entrenched that they had 

partisan hierarchies, some had organized power and wealth, most had influence in one or 

more strata of society. There were the Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Hellenists, Scribes, 

Hasmonians and Essenes to name a few. In The Triumph of Christianity Rodney Stark refers 

to the Talmud which tells of 24 sects in Judaism. There were also reactionary groups, 

zealots, who were basically local terrorists. The Talmud reports that around AD66 the Sicarii 

gained access to Jerusalem and destroyed the city’s food reserves. They did this in order to 

provoke their fellow citizens to fight against Romans rather than negotiate for peace. 

 

The seeds of infighting among the Jews were in place when Jesus was alive and 

like a “flood” eventually rose to all out “war” till its devastating “end.” The “decree” of 

desolation was issued by Jesus within the 70th Week (see Matt 23:38, Lk 13:35), yet the 

results of this decree like a “flood”  continued to rise on that generation (see Matt 24:34). 

If the Jews had not gone into severe infighting and had not lashedut at the Romans, 

Nero, Vespasian or Titus would have had no reason to lay siege to the city. It was already in 

their possess. Titus, in fact, tried to stop the Temple sanctuary from being destroyed.  

 

We read about these tensions or infighting in great detail in the records of 

Josephus. He spends over a 100 blood stained pages reporting these tragic events. The 

Fall of Jerusalem in AD70 was not simply the Romans acting as aggressors on the Jews. 

That is too simplistic a description. It is a complex set of events. Consider that the Fall of 

Jerusalem is commonly called by the Jewish people themselves, Hamered Hagadol which 

means “the revolt, the great one” - The Great Revolt is also called the First Jewish Revolt.  

 

One of the most convincing explanations of this self-destructive spiral comes from a 

Jewish source: “At the beginning of the Common Era, a new group arose among the Jews: 

the Zealots (in Hebrew, Ka-na-im). These anti-Roman rebels were active for more than six 

decades, and later instigated the Great Revolt.”   JewishVirtualLibrary.org 
 
 (emphasis added; note C continues to next page) 
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            -        additional notes 

note C, continued 

The instrument of judgment on Jerusalem may have been the Roman armies, but the cause 

was the intense rancor among its leaders. Often in the OT we find God’s judgment is said to have been 
caused by the unrighteous deeds of his people while the tool of judgment came from a Gentile power. 

The “people of the Prince” in Daniel 9 clearly refers to Messiah’s own people. They were the 

cause of their own destruction. The Babylonian Talmud is very clear about the destructive causes of 
both Solomon’s temple and Herod’s temple. In section Yoma 9b we read… 

Why was the first Sanctuary destroyed? Because of three [evil] things which 
prevailed there: idolatry, immorality, bloodshed.  

…But why was the second Sanctuary destroyed, seeing that in its time they were 

occupying themselves with Torah, [observance of] precepts, and the practice of charity? 

Because therein prevailed hatred without cause. That teaches you that groundless 

hatred is considered as of even gravity with the three sins of idolatry, immorality, and 

bloodshed together. And [during the time of] the first Sanctuary did no groundless 

hatred prevail? Surely it is written: They are thrust down to the sword with my people; 

smite therefore upon my thigh, and R. Eleazar said: This refers to people who eat and 
drink together and then thrust each other through with the daggers of their tongue!  

 The Rabbis have a specific name for this sin. It is called Sinat Chinam, (chen, meaning grace) 

‘gratuitous hatred’ or baseless hatred. Rabbi Julian Sinclair remarked that “From this the Talmud infers 

that groundless hatred is as grave as idol worship, sexual immorality and bloodshed put together.” 

Sinat Chinam, they say, is as evil as idolatry, fornication and murder combined. 

 

The prolonged infighting and the violence of Jew on Jew and the constant elbowing for power 

and position by temple leadership and the abuses of the wealthy priests over those below them were 

some of the ways that Sinat Chinam, gratuitous hatred, rose like a “flood” over the 2nd Temple and its 

city in the 1st century. How often do we see that a people’s prolonged sin becomes itself the judgment 

that destroys them (ex: compare Lev 26:32-43 with 2 Chron 36:21)? The divine decree of desolation 

on the corrupt leaders (Matt 23:38) was simply Jesus’ final word on their prolonged desolations on 

their own people, including Messiah. 

 

Jesus warned his disciples that he was hated and they too would be hated on account of him. 

Jesus said, “But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a 

cause.’” The utmost act of hatred is to kill the one has come to save you. Nobody kills the life guard 

do they? Why would you kill the life guard? In the 1st century both the Gentile and Jewish authorities 

exacted their hatred of the Righteous One by their crucifixion of Jesus (see Acts 2-9). The authorities 

continued there opposition to Jesus by persecuting his followers. Notice in Acts the pattern of intense 

opposition by the High Priest. 

 

Yet, of this we are all guilty. Part of Jesus’ mission was to provide a supreme example of love 

and chen (Hebrew ‘grace’). While dying on the Cross he cried, “Father, forgive them for they don’t 

know what they are doing.” He forgave them before they repented and he forgave many of them even 

though they did not repent.  

We retain no hatred for the Jewish people else we would also be guilty of Sinat Chinam. As 

Christians we are called to live in grace. The grace of Jesus is the divine cure for all resentments. 

 
 

http://www.thejc.com/judaism/jewish-words/sinat-chinam
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            -        additional notes 

note D – the Temple becomes obsolete 
 

In the Unified View or consecutive view of the 70 Weeks the last 3 ½ years of the 

70th Week plays out in the years following Jesus’ Ascension to his throne. This series 

of events in the early church pointed distinctly to the demise of the 2nd Temple. These 

events demonstrated several important truths in light of Jesus Messiah’s 1st Coming: 

 

 since Messiah had come the Temple is redundant 

 

 since Messiah has come he is himself the ultimate temple 

 

 the center of power and authority now rests in him and not in a 

building made by man and not in a temple hierarchy corrupted by man  

 

These events which closed the 70th week included (see Acts 7 thru 10)… 

 

 Stephen’s sermon to Sanhedrin and his mob murder (7-8) 

 

 The High Priest’s continued rejection of Messiah (throughout) 

 

 Paul’s conversion – encounters Christ and stops killing Christians (9) 

 

 Peter’s vision of the sheet of unclean animals (10) 

 

 

The cumulative effect of these events confirmed the lessening power of the 

Temple and its leadership. Often the Temple authorities were able to control or cooperate in 

some way with opposing groups in Judaism. Not so with this new sect called Christians. The 

High Priest repeated his initial act of “abomination” on Jesus by attacking his followers. 

 

The cumulative effect of these events confirmed that the Temple system is 

obsolete. As we follow the High Priest and the Temple through the Book of Acts we see its 

influence fade to gray. The Epistles give no prominence to the 2nd Temple and, in fact, 

declare the Jesus’ followers as a temple of God because he is the ultimate temple. 

 

Again, the above events happened within the 70th Week while the final effect, the 

desolation poured out later like a “flood” until it came to an “end.” Early sources say the 

Temple grounds were plowed over leaving it as though nothing had been there before. 

 

The destruction of the Temple system and its corrupt leadership is the result of their 

committing the ultimate Abomination within the 70th Week. The Abomination of 

Desolation is not an idolatrous image set up in a supposed 3rd Temple in our future. The 

ultimate Abomination that causes desolation is the murder of the Messiah who came to 

restore his people to covenant. The leaders of the Temple refused and brought destruction 

on themselves just like the tenants in the double parable of the Rejected Stone and the 

Stolen Vineyard (see Mark 12:1-12).  

 

Some may ask why did the destruction decreed within the 70th week not happen 

right away? Why some 40 years later?” It was the mercy of God to allow other Jews time to 

come to Jesus and it was the wisdom of God to allow time for his church to find its 
footing within a variety of cultures before He did away with what was familiar to them. 
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            -        additional notes 

note E – chiastic structure of the 70 Weeks forms one unit 
 

The Book of Daniel has a chiastic structure overall. It is also helpful to see that some parts 

within the book also have a chiastic structure. It’s not possible to have a large gap in this chiasm 

or else it would break the structure into incongruous pieces leaving its beauty and form in tatters. 

This chiasm shows Messiah’s work coming within the time sequence of the chiasm, not 

outside. Dispensationalists say Jesus died in the gap, yet this breaks the form. Another way to put 

it is this: the 70 Weeks is a chiasm, this chiasm is a stage; nothing so important as the death of 

Messiah and the banishment of the old system could happen off stage. 

Messiah’s covenant renewal includes not only his cross work, but also the order to tear 

down the old Mosaic system. The chiasm of the 70 Weeks shows both of these actions as two sides 

of one coin, two aspects of one intact mission, not one side undone, floating out in the future. 

Notice how this 1st century Messianic mission plays out as Luke records it:   

positive decree - Lk 4:16-21, Messianic jubilee, “Yahweh’s favor” (quoting Isaiah 61:1-2a) 

 > Messiah’s sacrifice as the One who set the captives free  

negative decree - Lk 21:20-22, Messianic judgment, “vengeance” (quoting Isaiah 61:2b) 

 > Messiah’s power in dismantling the system that imprisoned them, ie., AD70 events 

In other words, the 1st half of the chiasm shows a covenant mission begun in earnest and 

the 2nd half shows that same covenant mission in full motion without interruption. Based on the 

cohesive literary structure of this passage it is not possible to insert a non-structural gap, a 

growing one at that, and still retain the orderly design of its chiastic form. 

 

A. Daniel 9:25a construction: Know and understand this: from the issuing  

                                                                      of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem  

 

     B. Daniel 9:25b Messiah’s presence established: until Messiah the Prince will be 7 weeks 

                                                                                      and 62 weeks  

 

C. Daniel 9:25c construction conditions: it will be built again with a plaza and a moat,  

                                                                   but in difficult times.  

 

D. Daniel 9:26a pivotal action - Messiah’s death: After those 62 weeks the Messiah      

                                                                              will be cut off and will have nothing.  

 

C'. Daniel 9:26b destruction conditions: the people of the coming prince will destroy the city 

and the sanctuary; the end will come with a flood and until the end will be war; desolations 

are decreed.  

 

     B'. Daniel 9:27a Messiah’s purpose established: And he will make a firm covenant with many    

                                                                                    for one week, but in the middle of the week he  

                                                                                   will put a stop to sacrifice and offering. 

  

A'. Daniel 9:27b destruction: And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the  

                                                      temple until the decreed destruction is poured out on the desolator. 
 
 

Note also:   “The moment the death of Christ took place, Jerusalem was no longer the holy city, the Temple no longer a 
house of God, but an abomination” (Christology of the Old Testament, E. W. Hengstenberg, Kregel, p. 424). This chapter’s 
focus so perfectly matches the life and ministry of Jesus that it is one of the most convincing proofs that he is the 
Messiah. This chapter is not one in which Messiah is sharing the stage with a villain. Here the wicked is not an anti-christ, 
but those who oppose Messiah, namely the legalistic leaders who care only for keeping their power and cut him off. 
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note F – “after” indicates a natural sequence 
 

Some interpreters say the word “after” indicates a delay or a gap in Daniel 9:26. However, 

they have mistaken the meaning of the word “after” with a similar sounding verb. The word 

“after” in Hebrew has no tense, person or number. It is not a verb. True, these two words are 

related and even sound the same. The verb āhghar is the root for the adverb ahghar, at times used 

as a preposition. However, it is incorrect to assume that the root always endows its heirs with 

identical meaning and usage. This error illustrates the Root Fallacy.  

 

“One of the most enduring fallacies [is] the root fallacy…” 
      Exegetical Fallacies, D.A. Carson, (emphasis added) 

 

No need to go into long detail here, but only to make the point that there is nothing 

inherent in the Hebrew word “after” which demands a gap or cessation of activity. There is no 

absolute rule that “after” precedes a gap or that the expression “and after” means that there is a 

gap, much less an expanding gap. In fact, the word “after” in Hebrew functions in much the same 

way that it does in English. It simply indicates natural sequence, esp. when used with numbers. 

 

There are many OT examples showing “after” used with numbers. In Genesis 5 we see this 

pattern repeated in its genealogy. It conveys natural sequence, not a gap.  

 

“And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight 

hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enos were 

nine hundred and five years: and he died” (5:9-11). 

 

The uninterrupted span if Enos’ life is 905 years. That’s the definite period. It can’t be 

expanded, just like 70 Weeks cannot. Within that definite period Enos lived 90 years until Cainan’s 

birth and afterward another 815 years. There is no gap, no limbo, only a natural sequence. 

 

There are many examples, but I offer one more that is apart from numerical order. In 

Genesis 23:19 we read that “After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 

Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.” In the context before this verse 

Sarah dies, Abraham seeks a burial place and his host, Ephron, sells him a plot of land. There may 

have been a short space of time between the “after this” in v. 19 and Abraham’s internment of her 

body, but we can be sure that it wasn’t a gap of 2,000+ years. If we suggest a space of time we 

can only assume it. Assumptions can lead to unsound exegetical conclusions and assumptions can 

lead to big mistakes, especially when they are the foundation of a system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  
We want to remember when comparing views on these prophetic matters that there is 

a range of accepted positions within orthodox Christianity. As Christians we stand together on 
the Word of God, the Gospel and in Christ as Savior, yet we can discuss our different ideas, 

even debate, the details of secondary matters with charity. 
 

 

         

            -        additional notes 


