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Daniel 9 – weeks of years? 
 

Does “seventy sevens” refer to weeks of years? 
(note: also rendered “seventy weeks” since the Hebrew word also refers to a septet, see Gen 29:28) 

 
The answer is in the original context – Daniel 9:1-27 

 

 

The Original Context  
 Both  the context of the original TEXT and  

         the context of the original HISTORICAL SETTING 

 

 
- Through a western lens or as wooden literalism the expression seems incomplete. 

Yet, it is explicable with the back story to Daniel 9. The historical context of 

Daniel and Gabriel words is rooted in Jeremiah’s previous words. Jeremiah was 
talking about units of years (see Jer 29:10 and Jer 25:12, “seventy years”). Gabriel 
carries over the same unit of time. Notice other examples of similar assumptions:       

1 Chron 26:3 simple says “the seventh.” We know it is referring to the 7th son 
based on context. See also Gen 46:27; 1 Kings 18:44; 2 Sam 26:3. 

 
- The decree for the start of the 70 Weeks was in reference to a particular year not 

an hour, week or day (see Ezra 7:11-26 “I, even I, King Artaxerxes, issue a decree…”) 

 
- Even various Jewish interpretations of Daniel 9 regard this as weeks of years 

 
- Why does Gabriel use “weeks” (or “sevens”) with reference to this period of years? 

The number 7 has a high frequency of usage in the Torah because of its profound 
covenantal implications for God’s people. Some scholars teach that Gabriel is 
introducing the ultimate Jubilee. This builds on the cycles of “seven” in Lev 25:1-

22, 26:3-35 or the canceling of debts in Deut 15. These 7s refer to years.  
 

- Notice esp. the “seven weeks of years” in Lev 25:8esv. Gabriel appears to 
expand on this jubilee unit. 490 years intensifies 49 year’s Sabbath of a jubilee. 

 

- Daniel’s plea and Gabriel’s answer have a purpose that fits the grand scale of 
Redemption Story. Certainly, the Torah “week” or “seven” uses smaller time units. 

However, these are like brushstrokes on the big canvas of Redemption Story. Also, 
the biblical pattern of judgment followed by renewal plays out over many years. 
Notice how Daniel comes to a climax in 12:1-13 with “eternal life,” a New Covenant 

blessing. The 70th week leads into long term renewal. The scale is very large. 
 

- The most obvious reason the 70 Weeks refers to years is that the specific events 
predicted could not happen therein unless it was weeks of years. If it were 70 
actual weeks, that would be about 1½ years. It’s not possible for even the initial 

events (rebuild city, Temple, restore civil gov., repair walls) to occur in that time 
frame esp. under repeated opposition (9:25, “…in troubled times”). 


